
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In Creation” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Breaking the Cycle,” is the tenth in the series.  You will find the order of worship 
for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
10:05 a.m.    Aldersgate 101 in Patio Room
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
  2:30 p.m.    Lay Leadership Committee
  3:00 p.m.    Mission Task Force
  5:00 p.m.    Kids for Christ
  5:00 p.m.    Youth Ministry
  5:30 p.m.    Growth Groups
  7:30 p.m.    The Oaks College  Ministry

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 
a.m. for all ages. To 
learn more about 
Adult Sunday School 
classes, call Amy 
Wilson Feltz at 
672-7893 or send 
her an e-mail to 
amywi l son fe l tz@
aldersgateabilene.
org.

Tuesday:
    6:00 p.m.    Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
 6:45 p.m.      Growth Groups
 7:00 p.m.      Chancel Choir

 

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

                    All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893),
             if you’d like to know more about becoming involved in the items 
                                        on the schedule below.

Connections: Let’s Celebrate!
   Did you know that celebration is a spiritual discipline? I know 
that we tend to think of practices like prayer, worship, fasting, 
and acts of service as spiritual disciplines, but sometimes we 
forget to take time to celebrate all of the ways that God is at 
work in this world, in our community and in our individual 
lives. One way that we can begin to practice celebration at 
Aldersgate is through the use of the hallway monitors. These 

monitors are not just for announcements . They are one way that we can share our story with guests, 
celebrate the good work that God is doing and remind ourselves of our mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted 
Disciples of Jesus. 
    Everyone can help us celebrate by sharing your photos and stories with the staff! If you are meeting with 
your Growth Group, handing out candy at Trunk or Treat, serving at Bowie Elementary, or gathering for 
a United Methodist Women’s event, please take pictures and send them to us so that we can celebrate!  If 
you have photos or stories from Aldersgate that you would like to share, please contact me at jessica@
aldersgateabilene.org or (210) 849-9122. Grace and Peace! — Jessica Watson



College Ministry:  Don’t Miss Road Rules!

Youth Ministry: Growing in Friendship and Team Work 
   My name is Jason Ligon, and I came on board with the Youth Ministry 
and Sunday morning contemporary worship team at Aldersgate right 
around the time school started. I definitely can admit that this has 
been a good adventure. I believe I was called to become involved at 
Aldersgate when the situations in which God placed me led me to 
play bass for the band. Being a business major at HSU, I stay busy and 
involved with things going on around campus, but I definitely enjoy 
working at Aldersgate, as well! 
   My main job with the youth is to create fun and exciting experiences 
full of games and team-building exercises.

   My initial expectations were to have everyone follow the games I brought and to see some sort of team 
building, but those expectations were blown out of the water. Not only did everyone try and get involved 
with the games, but I saw friendships strengthen and the youth really work as a team!
   I definitely have seen God working in these kids as they work with each other and for a greater goal. It has 
been a blast seeing leaders develop in this short time, and I’m even more excited picturing the growth that 
will happen over the rest of the year. 
   I know that God has worked in my life through these kids. 
    God has done many good things in this program,  and I know more good things are sure to come! 
Grace and Peace! — Jason Ligon

  We have an awesome opportunity for you coming up this 
month! Over the weekend of November 21st-23rd, the College 
Ministry will be sponsoring an event called Road Rules. 
Essentially, Road Rules is a weekend road-trip experience that 
will help us focus on relationships. We will split into small 
teams for the weekend and follow clues that will lead us on a 
road-trip filled with laughter, fun, the sharing of our stories 
and more meaningful relationships with one another.      
    I cannot tell you where we are going, because that would be 
against the premise of the whole trip. I can tell you that it will 
be worth your time, energy and money. The cost is only $15 
and will include all your meals.
  We will try to leave Friday afternoon around 3:00-4:00 pm and will return to Abilene around 2:00 pm on 
Sunday afternoon. 
   Want to sign up? Go to http://goo.gl/forms/naQ7zG2zdI and answer three questions. That’s it!
   You can also sign up, ask questions, or get more information by emailing Kristal Gomez at gomez.kristal@
mcm.edu  or me at kyle@aldersgateabilene.org. You also may call me at (325) 665-9116.— Kyle Watson



ALIVE In Creation: Breaking the Cycle
Judges 2: 10-22 (This sermon will be covering Exodus 15:22-Judges 21:25)

Sermon Notes
Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

The Bondage, Freedom Conundrum

The Typical Old Testament Cycle (Judges 2:10-22)

- God is forgotten by Israel

- Israel does evil and serves and worships other gods

- God hands Israel over to their enemies

- Israel is defeated and oppressed by their enemies

- Israel Groans and Cries out to God

- God hears and raises up a “Judge” to deliver Israel

- Israel listens and follows God as long as the Judge is lives

- Israel Experiences Rest

- The Judge dies

- God is forgotten by Israel

Breaking the Cycle with “the way of obedience to the LORD's commands” (Judges 2:17)

Rest…



Growth Group Questions
1. Share one of the most “amazing” experiences of your life. How did that experience make an i  
 impact and/or change you?  How do you live your life differently as a result of that experience?   
 

2. Why do you think it is so difficult for people to break free from old habits and destructive ways  
 of thinking and living?     

3. Write down one thing about this week’s sermon that really got you thinking.

4. Pastor Steve said that God’s people in the Old Testament rarely display ongoing, widespread and  
 abiding commitment to God.  Did this surprise you?  Why do you think it was so hard for them?   
 Do you think it is hard for us?  Why?          

 

5. The Typical Old Testament Cycle (see Sermon Notes) reveals that God uses human beings  
 (Judges, etc…) to rescue and turn others back to God.  What are the implications of this for us?   
 What are the implications of this for your Growth Group?   

6. Obedience is almost like a dirty word to our North American sensibilities. Why do you think  
 that the idea of obedience seems like such a turn off? When you are asked or told to obey, what is  
 normally your initial response?

7. Read Matthew 11:25-30. What strikes you about this passage?  What do you think is at the core  
 of having a soul at rest?

8. How can the members of your Growth Group support and pray for you this week?
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Acadamy Fall Festival:

Operation Christmas Child: Donate until November 23rd
Who:   Us (Aldersgate United Methodist Church)
What:  An opportunity to send out God’s love and ours.
How:   Pack a Shoebox at home with your family, bring items for        
             shoeboxes, sponsor a box  for $7, and/or come for our Packing    
             Party.
When: Collection of items now until our Packing Party on Sunday,   
              November 23rd from 5-7p.m. Please drop off  boxes and items in               
              hall boxes. 
Where: Come for the Packing Party, food and fellowship in the Fellowship                 

   If you would like to bring items for the boxes, the following are suggestions from Samaritan’s Purse:
School Supply Items: Pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons, markers, stamps and ink pad sets, writing pads, 
paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc.
Toys: Small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, small
Etch-A-Sketch, toys that light up or make noise (with extra batteries), Slinky, etc.  
Hygiene Items:  Toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap, comb, washcloth, etc.  
Other: Hard candy and lollipops, mints, gum, T-shirts, socks, ball caps, sunglasses, hair clips, toy jewelry, 
watches, flashlights (with extra batteries).  
   We are asked to not include any used or damaged items, war-related items such as toy guns, knives or 
military figures, chocolate or food, liquids or lotions, medications or vitamins or breakable items such as 
snowglobes, and aerosol cans. (A plastic shoe box is a real treasure that serves many purposes beyond 
holding the contents we send.) We thank you in advance for your generosity. 
   Grace and Peace — Maudie Webb

   Aldersgate Academy students and their families enjoyed fun and games in the Fellowship Hall on Thursday 
and Friday of last week during the Fall Festival. Thank you to all of the teachers, parents and volunteers who 
made this event possible! Grace and Peace. — Carol Rogers



Notes From the Loft:  Children’s Musical and Choir Specials

Children’s Ministry: Trunk or Treat was a Huge Success

 Christmas is just around the corner, so I would like to call your attention to some 
exciting preparations.  In fact, I want to invite you to consider participating in one or 
more of these activities as we celebrate the arrival of our God and King:
 Children’s Choirs: Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 14th, to see our 
children’s musical presentation of The Nativity Tale. We will begin working on the 
production this week. The children are very enthusiastic about the program. We 
have a long list of those who want to be angels, lambs, sheep, camels, Wise Men and 
Shepherds! A rehearsal schedule and cast list will be out soon. Volunteers are needed.

  Choir Specials: On  Sunday, December 7th, the Chancel Choir will present the Christmas Cantata. We will 
rehearse each Wednesday from 8:15 - 9:00 p.m. starting on November 12.  Following the cantata, we begin 
practicing for the last two Christmas services, December 21st and 24th.  Many singers are needed to fill out 
the ranks for these last two services since we will lose  some of our college singers at the end of the semester.  
Rehearsals for these services will be Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. beginning December 10th. 
   Please come and join us for this fun season of music making.  Whether it be singing in the choir or helping 
make the children’s production be the very best experience for the children, we invite you to spend a little 
time helping Aldersgate in this amazing season of anticipation as we prepare for God’s arrival, in the form 
of a child who is our Saviour, Redeemer, Counselor, Lamb, King.  What more can we bring?  We bring 
ourselves… — David Wallis

Thank you all a million times over for all your help and support!  It is appreciated more than you know, 
and I feel confident that the people who came felt the love of Christ and left with a positive outlook of 
Aldersgate.  Enjoy these pictures from the evening!— Alayna Brooks



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Launa Brand
Mary Gregory
Ann Arthur
Mary Buckner
Alice Shaw

Presence                      (11.2.2014)

Budget for 2014 = $754,631.00
Received This Week = $8,847.01
Received Month-to-Date = $8,847.01
Received Year-to-Date = $648,451.12
2014 Faith Promise Pledges = $70,859.00
2014 Faith Promise Contributions = $138,501.26

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Worship Service=205                       
11:00 a.m. Worship Service= 171

Total Worship Service Attendance=376                                                   
 Sunday school=232

The Oaks =24

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. Willis, 
on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more 
information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Ruben Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

Still need a copy of “We Make the Road by Walking?” The church office has extra  
books available for $17.50 each. “The Blue Parakeet” is in also, $10.00 each.   



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

      Summer Mission Trips                                                                                                                      
                                                    Pastor  Steve                         

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:    Judges 2: 7-22   
Monday:  Exodus 15: 22-27,
  20: 1-21, 33: 12-23 
Tuesday:  Numbers 13-14 
Wednesday: Joshua 1: 1-18 
Thursday  Psalm 95: 1-11
Friday:  Hebrews 3: 1-19 
Saturday:  Matthew 11: 25-30 

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:         Numbers 23-25
Monday:    Numbers 26-27      
Tuesday:    Numbers 28-30       
Wednesday:      Numbers 31-32 
Thursday:     Numbers 33-34      
Friday:  Numbers 35-36 
Saturday:  Deut. 1-2          
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

The Blue Parakeet
by Scot McKnight 
is the next book 
that we are inviting 
you to read as we go 
through the whole 
Bible in 52 weeks 
here at Aldersgate.  
One reviewer says, 
“In this bold, 
examination of reading the Bible, author 
Scot McKnight proclaims a new ‘Third 
Way,’ one that walks confidently between 
two  extremes.”  The book is an easy read 
that helps us to really think through how 
we read the Bible. You may order a copy 
through the church office for $10.00. 
Grace and Peace!
 —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

Below you will find a list of sermon related 
passages and a list of passages that will 
take you through the Bible in a year. Please 
consider reading both each day as we 
continue in our ALIVE sermon series.  

 One of the things that I love most about 
Aldersgate are the summer mission trips 
that we take each year. These trips give us the 
opportunity to grow in our relationship with 
God and with others, and they afford us the 

opportunity to serve others in need together. These trips make a wide 
impact on many and give us a broader perspective concerning how  
God is at work in other parts of the world. 
   Now is the time to begin thinking and praying about if God may be 
calling you to go on a mission trip this summer. Below are your three 
options to consider:
  Jack Darnell will lead another team to Panama during July 11-19 to 
work with United Methodist missionaries David and Cindy Ceballos. 
The team will will focus on vision screening and fitting the visually 
impaired with glasses. An optometrist will be on the team, so you 
don’t need to have an optometry background to participate. Call Jack 
at 325-829-7537 for more information.
  Carlton Villers will lead a team to Panama during August 1-9 to 
work with the same missionaries. This will be the fourth year that this 
team has assisted in the building of the Methodist church in Santiago 
from the ground up. The team also will reach out to the surrounding 
neighborhood with different activities and events to draw people to 
the church through the love of Christ. Call Carlton at 325-668-3756 
for more information.
  Greg Jackelwicz and I will lead a team to Guatemala during July 
25-August 1 to New Life Children’s Home in Villa Nueva, right outside 
of Guatemala City. This team will spend the bulk of our time playing 
with and ministering to the 50-plus children who call this place home. 
The team also will participate in light construction projects under the 
direction of the missionaries on the ground. This will be the second 
time that Aldersgate has sent a team to the Children’s Home.  
  Check out www.nlch.net for more information, or call Greg at 
325-370-6237 or me at 325-660-4415. Greg and I also will host an 
informational meeting on Sunday December 7th at 5 pm at the church 
in the Chapel.  Please come and learn more about this opportunity.  
All are welcome! 
    I pray that you will consider prayerfully whether God may be calling 
you to one of these three mission trips this summer. Grace and Peace!  


